It is a great pity that anybody should need to discuss the ?question of hospital extravagance. If Steps were being taken to endeavour to obtain a restoration of the exemption, and he hoped the various hospitals would support the Bill to the utmost possible extent. He agreed as to the necessity and propriety and expediency of having some sort of supervision^ over the hospitals in the shape of some central board, and suggested that the Charity Commissioners should examine into the accounts of the hospitals. Some authority which could prevent the formation of the numerous special hospitals which were not wanted was absolutely necessary in the interests of the general hospitals at large.
The Chairman agreed with the difficulties in the way of ascertaining the relative cost of large hospitals, and suggested: that the Local Government Board or the County Council should be pressed to introduce some system for the preparation of accounts. There was much in the argument as to the varying cost of varying hospitals, but he hoped the meeting would pass a vote of thanks to Mr. Michelli, and would further resolve that the paper was worthy of the careful consideration of The Hospitals Association, in order that the Association might formulate either a letter or a petition te the authorities, with a view to procure some one form of account which would be acceptable to all the world. Both these suggestions were adopted, Mr. Nixon stating that he cordially supported the idea of a general system of accounts.
